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y© witnessed u tromcndous celebration in that city. Wo| wore afforded comfortable 
accommodations while in tho city, and after a conversation with an English 
spoaking Chine o© we were told we would l#ave Mukdon on Js May. In tho late evening 
ye were oecorted to the railroad, station whore we boarded a very modern air-conditioned 
streamlined train, The engine was a dieael-type oil burner which pulled tho train 
from Mukdon to a point about 50 miles from Moscow whore) it was replaced by an electric 
locomotive, which brought the train intp the Soviot capital. Tho train conoistcd of 
; peroral modern streamlined oloeping euro made of steel, | one diner also of the same 
construction, and the wooden Pullman-typte sleeper on which our party travelod. Tho 
cars were divided into compartments for accommodation oif two or four poroons with 
each flection having a lavatory and a toilet. The windoyo were double glass and tho 
sanitary condition oi the train wao equal to that of any modern US streamlinor . Tho 
dining odr was veil stocked with superb food and boverages of all kinds including 
vodka, b*>er, soda pop, and other drinks. I recall that my throo meals averaged about 
bO to b$ rubles per day, and Ipiid for them from tho 6o rubloo per day given us by 
the Intouriot Agont in Mukden, I recall that a vory generous portion of roast beef 
with fresh peas and potatoes coat five rubloo 90 kopeks \ coffoo 90 kopeks, a small 
helping of choose three rubles, a pat of butter 85 kopeks and throe Aloes of blaok 
bread 90 kopeks. Some of these prices seemed quite hi^i to me, but thoy are quite 
moderate when I learned I had to pay 22 rubles for a normal size chocolate bar. 

The dining car attendants wore constantly trying to get | us to order more food for # 
they wished us to spend all of tho 60 rttoleo per day alloted to uo for food. I 
also noted that there was a woman dietician on the train atfd'iho seemed quite sur- 
prised vhon in response to her question I told her th*t|overy hospital and public 
institution In tho US had at least 0 no dietician. The food on the train was of vory 
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eXCell ! ntly prepared -' ao* c expensive in terms of the 
official exchange rate of four rubles to the dollar. 

I am unable to recall thi route of ay train rid- r»-nm !i 

the only positive landmarks I recall are the city of Manchouli and the' are a 
arcjtind Lake Baikal, i I do kuov that on the entire first day after our late 

rfieffl £°Lf kde V he traifl — **<>««* LsSt a^vaat areas 
ste land -I do not recall observing any industrial plant's along the 

i i • i we P as aed through no cities of anv 9i^e. T did note that 

iSSiLd" ^ ap ^ eared to be ***** ^ties off in the dietaibe batches f 
inhabited areas were at ieaat five - 10 miles from the railroad. 


The 

tra 


l.wf ° ad I as aln ® 1<: lr£tCk mos£ ° r the way but occasionally! it would be double 

track I aawTmnv 11 h ^ >ur ' but 1 do not remember the location of the double 

vorilon the y il?- llr ? ad C a* V * chrou £ hour ' the journey performing maintenance 

vorKj on the t*eB, ballast, and rails and the workers ver- aivavs vom»n wh* 

always "daer^men^fli WCrC statlor ‘ attendants of one sort or another, and these were 

1C-™™-' 1 ~ S£ stilus, mra. 

o K ° r , trainu w * * ftfiBed ln * specif lc period, b^ one^mber 

oLj MaTSsat ■LiS 5 ifS *«5 tralnl ’ in tb <> oppoeiito direction la one 

to a f lath air * w « ro flight traino carrying war manorial »uoh 

not lldontify. A fov lof thn truok *J ^ other Itoaa which 1 could 

■Dainty ..u 4 freight trainu oonoiot&d entirely of huge tank oar*. book 

YhU ° ° th0r " “'"Sieged and theee particular cars .eemod la^gir 

• 1 eVor ’ s,! ” n b8:f0i ‘ c ■ Each oar has a serial number! and apeolflo idonti- 

m ho passenger traino but I do not recall any of the markings or numbers. 

rmrf? 8 K^ 8Cr ' ,r ffu |W f ' tho aJn,i curlouo for they uounlly conalatod of poorly main* 
ton *Uph«« C ^ r ", wlth H larst ' wlndow in fach end and a snail ono| on the oldo near tha 
t«a S ^ft 10 r r<! Ut ’ UalLy 00 crwii * d tl ^t people were hanging on th. .Mm and 
rolling lu °° packod wit;h that it looked like "standing room only". 

Saina^BMJeS V k ■? ‘‘f **"“*««« r trtlini ' tn very poor condition while tha freight 
the enei^hii'e . i y quite well Maintained. The locomotives on the trains I saw ware 
trains. wirjR variety with an occasional diesel engine hauling one of tha freight 
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did uo r jtop I .saw a man standing with t i ghtly clenched fists 
Che train 1 s occupants and apparently cursing quite violently.' The 
occurred while our train v as stopped at n smalll iatation alongside 


\ * .cu umu, very pooriy dressed, rorced 

ainerj ;on our train and demanded to cuy some fob'd. He was immediately 
.rain arid ripparently engaged in a long and bitterj denunciation of the 


„ l: , whilo tnx* train uns pr<^ceeding slowly someone 

^ f Gn outer of our double windows ^ obviously because the un- 

iwhrower wds c. ^-Leaned us. the i.r equalities . I also noted J that the railroad 

v/ere heavily guarded by armed 


..and j-ira liar vital ins tai.lation 
ised bayonets. 
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•at*... ut the* i' e are novelty counters 
..*• .;:.irdr-d us luxury items by the 


at many of the larger 

Jh trinkets Una vnut J 

r ' ol "aiaa*- /■ j : -is fai* fijprn Moscow I purchased 

or ) ruble;'., SGjn.il pro hot Knife J r five rubies, a larger single 
ie lor seven rub Lea Sv l.oiKks, and a quarter siise plastic pencil sharp- 
ies 50! kopeks. At all the stations on the TrunsUsiberian railroad I 
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noted that .the houses civilian occupants are very email, never painted,! and 
poorly maintained; j The ! most striking thing about the entire Soviet visit was 
the vast differenc^ : r in'|.tlie economic status of the Soviejt j population i The Communist 
officials and part^ ; members who were traveling on the deluxe train were outfitted 
in gorgeously tailored!^ clothes and consumed enormous quantities of the finest food 
and liquors . Yet the [multitudes of the Soviet common people (were most shabbily 
dressed, almost beggdLttg|jfor food, and with an apparent outlook! of conqplete frustration. 
The differentia] ini tjhe [Soviet- social -structure was most pronounced as ve approached 
Moscow where I saw |inQ?rpyed housing, large numbers of television antennas, modern 
highways, and otbozH indications of a prosperous community!. ; In Moscow itself I sav 
a large number of automobiles while on the entire Journey jfroA Mukden to Moscow I 
had* only seen a handful 1 of cars. • j | : T; ; ■ I 


The train trip from (Mukden began in the early night of 2l hfcy end we arrived at the 
Moscow railroad terminal in the late morning II May. | I was 1 : never issued a ticket 
for the train trip apidjl have no idea of the coot of this Journey. I returned 300 
rubles to the US cmbalsayj ’jin Moscow from the funds advanced by the Chinese ■ Intourist 
official at Mukden, j | JJorj ;al distance of about 2$ kilometers I outside Moscow I observed 
paved highways, but tjisjrond that- limit- the roads which I had seen were rudimentary 
to say the least, not one 1 ; being graded, oridged or paved. 
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